Contents

Editors’ Foreword . ........ ... .. .. ... 11
Author’s Foreword . ............. ..t 13
Introduction to the Commentary ............................... 14
Hermeneutical Considerations ............. .. .. .. .. .. ..o vo.... 14
Synchronic Analysis . ........ ... . 17
Textual Basis ... ..ot 17
The Micah Document in the Book of the Twelve Prophets .......... 17
The Division of the Micah Document and the Style of its Contents .... 19
Diachronic Analysis . ......... .ot 21
The Origins of the Micah Document ........................... 21
The Person and Historical Background of Micah and the Micah
Document ... ... .. e 23
SYNthesis .. ... 25
Theological Emphases ............ .. . 25
Reception of the Micah Document in the New Testament .............. 26
Micah 1:1-7: Yuwn Comes for Judgment ......................... 28
Synchronic Analysis . ........ ... i 29
Diachronic Analysis . .........c.u.inii 42
Micah 1:8-9: The Prophet’s Mourning ........................... 45
Synchronic Analysis . ........ ... 45
Diachronic Analysis . ...........i.ini 48

Micah 1:10-16: Disaster for the Cities of the Hill Country and Call for

Lament ........... .. . . . 50
Synchronic Analysis ............. .. i 52
Diachronic Analysis ......... .. ... . . . . 61
Synthesis of Micah 1 ...... ... .. ... .. . . 62
Micah 2:1-5: Upper-Class Intrigues and their Consequences ......... 64
Synchronic Analysis .. ....... ... 65
Diachronic Analysis .. ........ .t 74
Micah 2:6-11: Prophetic Resistance to Micah ..................... 76
Synchronic Analysis . ...........o it 79
Diachronic Analysis . ....... ... .. ... 90
Micah 2:12-13: Future Salvation ............................... 92
Synchronic Analysis ............. .. i 93

Diachronic Analysis . ........ .. ... . . . . 98



8 Contents
Synthesis of Micah 2 . ... ... .. 98

Micah 3:1-4: Like Cannibals—the Machinations of the Upper Class .... 100

Synchronic Analysis . ....... ... ... 101
Diachronic Analysis . ....... ... . i 105
Micah 3:5-8: The False Prophets and the True Prophet of Yuwn . ..... 107
Synchronic Analysis . .......... ... 108
Diachronic Analysis . ......... ...ttt 114
Micah 3:9-12: Corruption in Zion and its Consequences ............. 115
Synchronic Analysis . .......... .. 116
Diachronic Analysis . ......... ...t 122
Synthesis of Micah 3 ... ... ... ... . . 123
Micah 4:1-5: Zion’s Ultimate Destiny . ........................... 125
Synchronic Analysis .. ...... ... .0 126
Diachronic Analysis . ......... .0t 133

Micah 4:6-8: The Gathering of those Scattered and the Kingdom of

YHWH and ZIOn ... ..ot 135
Synchronic Analysis .. ...... ... 136
Diachronic Analysis . ......... .0t 140
Micah 4:9-14: The Troubles of the Present and the Future .......... 142
Synchronic Analysis .. ...... ... 144
Diachronic Analysis . ......... ...t 151
Synthesis of Micah 4 . ... ... .. . 153
Micah 5:1-5: A Future Ruler inIsrael ........................... 154
Synchronic Analysis .. ......... .0 156
Diachronic Analysis . ......... .0t 164

Micah 5:6-8: The Remnant of Jacob among the Nations and the

Destruction of Israel’s Enemies .....................covuuun... 165
Synchronic Analysis .. ......... ... 166
Diachronic Analysis . ......... ...t 170

Micah 5:9-13: The Cleansing of Israel from Everything Hostile to Yawn 171

Synchronic Analysis .. ...... ...t e 171
Diachronic Analysis . ......... .ot e 177
Micah 5:14: Yuwn’s Judgment on the Disobedient Nations ........... 179

Synchronic Analysis ............... . 179



Contents 9

Diachronic Analysis . ......... ...t e 180
Synthesis of Micah 5 . ... ... ... .. . . 181
Micah 6:1-8: Yuwn’s Expectations of His People ................... 183
Synchronic Analysis .. ....... ... 185
Diachronic Analysis . ........ ... 199

Micah 6:9-16: The Actual Behavior of Jerusalem and Its Inhabitants .. 201

Synchronic Analysis . ........ .. ... . 203
Diachronic Analysis .. ....... ..ot 211
Synthesis of Micah 6 ......... ... . . i 212
Micah 7:1-7: The Prophet’s Lament and His Confidence ............. 214
Synchronic Analysis . ........ ... . 216
Diachronic Analysis . ..........uuitvrint e 222
Micah 7:8-20: Zion’s Assurance and its Renewal ................... 224
Synchronic Analysis . ........... oot 226
Diachronic Analysis . ........ ..ot 237
Synthesis of Micah 7 . ... ... ... .. . . 239
Bibliography . ........ ... ... 240
INEX . .ot 246



